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Survey of Patients with Neuromuscular Disorders Requiring Long-term
Ventilator—assistance in Hospitals of the Japanese National Hospital Organization :
A Trial for the Standardization of the Ventilator

Katsunori Tatara, Yuka Ishikawa”, Noriko Ichihara”, Hitoshi Kawahara?,
Tadashi Imai’, Susumu Shinno”, Sankei Nishima”and Hidetoshi Fukunaga”

Abstract We conducted four surveys of current conditions among patients with neuromuscular disor-
ders receiving long—term ventilator assistance in hospitals belonging to the Japanese National Hospital Or-
ganization. The first survey indicated the use of many different ventilator models, and this was judged
to be a high—risk situation from the viewpoint of safety management. However, the situation was not
subsequently resolved. Therefore, we reviewed the requirements for long—term ventilator care, e. g.,
portability, and selected seven standard models. Seven months later, we confirmed that ventilators
other than the standard models were used in half of new cases of mechanical ventilation. However,
most were models that were already in use in a hospital. Here, we reevaluated the choice of ventilator
model, and suggest that standardization within each hospital, but not unification across the Japanese
National Hospital Organization, should be reviewed.
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